
Activity: Exploring your Local Issue
Time: 45 minutes
Preparation: Cut out the Issue Cards (p. 4-10) and Issue Descriptors cards (p. 11-17)

This activity is designed to engage teachers in thinking about Chesapeake Bay issues that are connected to learning objectives and 
suitable to explore through a MWEE. 

The Chesapeake Bay Program (https://www.chesapeakebay.net/) is a partnership among federal, state and local governments as 
well as NGOs that guides the restoration of the nation’s largest estuary and its watershed. The Chesapeake Bay Program works to 
address issues ranging from water quality to the ways in which society uses land throughout the watershed. In this activity 
participants will use the Chesapeake Bay Program’s Learn the Issues (https://www.chesapeakebay.net/issues) webpage to explore 
key issues in the region and consider the human and natural systems connected to these issue.

1. Using big pads, whiteboards, magnets, etc. place the Issue Cards in a space with enough room for participants to connect the 
Issue Descriptor Cards.

2. Provide each participant with one or more Issue Descriptors cards. The cards are split into three categories that are 
color-coded: Natural Systems, Human Systems, and Value Descriptors. You can hand out all the cards at once or go through 
three rounds doing one category at a time. Ask participants to place their descriptors next to an issue and defend why they 
associated these descriptors with the issue.

3. Facilitate a group discussion considering the following questions:
● What issue(s) are particularly relevant to where you work/live?
● Were you surprised by any of the issues?
● Are there any major issues missing that are important in your community?
● How else might you identify locally relevant issues? 
● Can you take a couple of the issues, natural systems, human systems, and values to create a driving question that is 

locally relevant?
● If practical, note that environmental issues are often the result of tensions between groups and or natural and 

human/social systems.

Adjustments: If you need to shorten the activity, share fewer issue and issue descriptor cards. This is also great to use with students, 
especially middle and high school students. Adjust for different ages by selecting age-appropriate and class-relevant issues and issue 
descriptors cards.

*See activity examples on the next two pages

https://www.chesapeakebay.net/
https://www.chesapeakebay.net/issues
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1YREoyIZwZv3jrwLrwdKtMtP3_zEmhKKblGqP-F10rMw
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