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CURRICULUM ANCHOR 
DEFINING THE LEARNING OBJECTIVES AND CURRICULUM CONNECTION
What are the curriculum indicators, performance expectations, and/or student learning objectives? 
Are there opportunities to meet academic standards in multiple disciplines or content areas?
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CURRICULUM ANCHOR 
DEFINING THE LEARNING OBJECTIVES AND CURRICULUM CONNECTION
continued
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CURRICULUM ANCHOR
DESCRIBING THE LOCAL CONTEXT
What is the local and life-relevant environmental issue, problem, or phenomenon that will serve 
as the context for learning?

IDENTIFYING THE DRIVING QUESTION
What is the open-ended, life-relevant question that meets academic standards/learning objectives? 
Reminder: It should guide inquiry for the investigations and provide opportunities for environmental action.
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	Environmental Action Planning Worksheet  15: 3rd Grade Units: Interdependent Relationships in Ecosystems; Environmental Impacts on Organisms; Weather

DEFINING THE LEARNING OBJECTIVES AND CURRICULUM CONNECTION
Key Performance Expectations Next Generation Science Standards:
• 3-LS4-1: Analyze and interpret data from fossils to provide evidence of the organisms and the
environment in which they lived long ago.
• 3-LS4-3: Construct an argument with evidence that in a particular habitat some organisms can
survive less well, and some cannot survive at all.
• 3-LS4-4: Make a claim about the merit of a solution to a problem caused when the environment
changes and the types of plants and animals that live there might change.
• 3-LS1-1: Develop models to describe that organisms have unique and diverse life cycles but all
have in common birth, growth, reproduction, and death.
• 3-5-ETS1-2: Generate and compare multiple solutions to a problem based on how well each is
likely to meet criteria and constraints of the problem.

Maryland Environmental Literacy Standards:
• Standard 1: Environmental Issues. Topic A - Environmental Issue Investigation; and Topic B -
Action Component.
• Standard 4: Populations, Communities, and Ecosystems. Topic B - Population Dynamics; Topic C -
Community and Ecosystem Dynamics; Topic D - Stability in Populations; Communities, and
Ecosystem Dynamics; Topic E - Diversity.
• Standard 5: Human and Natural Resources. Topic A - Human Impact of Natural Processes.
• Standard 6: Environmental Health. Topic B - Human-Induced Changes and Human Health.
• Standard 7: Environment and Society. Topic A - Environmental Quality; Topic B - Individual and
Group Actions and the Environment; Topic D - Political Systems and the Environment; Topic F -
Technology and the Environment.
• Standard 8: Sustainability: Topic A - Intergenerational Responsibility; Topic B - Interconnectedness
of Systems; Topic C - Influence of Social and Cultural Systems on Sustainability; Topic E - Limits of
Ecological Systems; Topic F - Action Component.
	Environmental Action Planning Worksheet  16: Dorchester and Talbot counties are located on the Eastern Shore of Maryland adjacent to the Chesapeake
Bay. The local issue is the negative effects that stormwater runoff and sediment pollution have on sturgeon
reproductive habitat. Atlantic sturgeon are currently endangered in the Chesapeake Bay but were once a
plentiful fishery with historical and cultural significance. Through this MWEE students will explore how
human actions on land affect aquatic ecosystems.
	Environmental Action Planning Worksheet  17: How do human actions on land impact Atlantic sturgeon habitat in our rivers?
	Environmental Action Planning Worksheet  15a: Common Core Math Standards:
• 3.MD.B.3: Draw a scaled picture graph and a scaled bar graph to represent a data set with several
categories.

College, Career, and Civic Life (C3) Standards:
• D2.His.2-3.5: Compare life in specific historical time periods to life today.
• D2.His.6.3-5: Describe how people’s perspectives shaped the historical sources they created.
• D2.Eco.3.3-5: Identify examples of the variety of resources (human capital, physical capital, and
natural resources) that are used to produce goods and services.
• D2.Civ.4.5-5: Explain how groups of people make rules to create responsibilities and protect
freedoms.
• D2.Geo.2.3-5: Use maps, satellite images, photographs, and other representations to explain
relationships between the locations of places and regions and their environmental characteristics.
• D2.Geo.3.3-5: Use maps of different scales to describe the location of cultural and environmental
characteristics.
• D2.Geo.5.3-5: Explain how the cultural and environmental characteristics of places change over
time.
• D2.Geo.7.3-5: Explain how cultural and environmental characteristics affect the distribution and
movement of people, goods, and ideas.

Common Core ELA Standards:
• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.10: By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational texts,
including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, at the high end of the grades 203 text
complexity band independently and proficiently.
• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.1: Ask and answer questions to demonstrate an understanding of a
text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers.
• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.1: Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view
with reasons.
• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.3: Describe the relationship between a series of historical events,
scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text, using language that pertains
to time, sequence, and cause/effect.


